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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kupiec (US 5,519,608) in view of Saito et al. (US PGPub 2001/0042083). 

As to claim 1 , Kupiec discloses a semi-automatic contruction method for 
knowledge base (abstract lines 1-5) of an encyclopedia question answering 
system (column 9 lines 10-15), the method comprising the steps of: extracting 
unstructured information from a body of the encyclopedia (column 9 lines 5-10). 

Kupiec does not disclose specifically designing structure of knowledge 
base using templates, extracting structured information and storing the 
information in the templates. Saito teaches using templates for extracting 
information from documents (title) of which designs the structure of the 
knowledge base with a plurality of templates for each entry and a plurality of 
attributes related to each of the templates (for each entry or document a user can 
specify a template and its attributes by giving labels for selected areas of 
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extraction and characteristic extraction units, paragraphs [0006] lines 7-12 and 
[0007] lines 7-16). Saito also teaches extracting structured (paragraph [0055] 
lines 10-15) and unstructured (paragraph [0056] lines 1-10) information including 
an attribute name and value of the entry from a summary or body of the text 
(paragraphs [0006] lines 7-12 and [0007] lines 7-16); and storing the structured 
information and the unstructured information in corresponding template and 
attribute of the knowledge base according to the entry (the template is specified 
and its structure and attributes are stored and used to extract information and 
store that in the template form in a database, paragraph [0037] lines 10-22). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec with the 
template, extraction, and storing of information and its attributes. Doing so would 
have allowed to provide a more systematic and flexible method to extract 
information out of encyclopedia documents. The templates would have allowed 
a higher degree of structure to the searching and extraction method. 

As to claim 14, Kupiec does not disclose specifically storing attribute 
information. Saito teaches constructing the knowledge base with the attribute 
name and the attribute values extracted (this is done by setting the attribute 
information of the templates and extracting information according to the 
templates, paragraphs [0006] lines 7-12 and [0007] lines 7-16) and additionally 
storing the attribute name and the attribute values extracted as the unstructured 
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information in the knowledge base according to existence of same attribute value 
of the entry (paragraph [0051] lines 17-27). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec with the 
structure of Saito. Doing so would have allowed for efficient method to organize 
multiple attribute values so that they are not confused with the other similar 
attributes. 



3. Claims 2-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kupiec (US 5,519,608) in view of Saito et al. (US PGPub 2001/0042083) as applied in 
claim 1 and in further view of Tan et al. (US PGPub 2006/0026203). 

As to claim 2, Saito teaches individual attribute templates of a specific 
attribute of an individual category of the encyclopedia, for each entry (paragraphs 
[0006] lines 7-12 and [0007] lines 7-16). Kupiec or Saito do not specifically 
disclose constructing knowledge base with common attribute templates. Tan 
teaches a method for discovering knowledge from text (title) and the structure of 
the knowledge base is constructed with common attribute templates of a 
common attribute shared in categories of the text (abstract lines 1-7). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec with the 
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structure of Saito and Tan. Doing so would have allowed for the formation of the 
knowledge base in a much more organized fashion with out having to create 
numerous templates and reducing the amount by grouping the similar attributes 
into the templates. 

As to claim 3, Kupiec or Saito do not specifically disclose using attributes 
having similar meanings. Tan teaches attributes having similar meaning are 
managed as a representative attribute integrally and detail meanings of the 
attributes are grouped and defined in separate subgroup fields (paragraph 
[0010]). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec with the 
structure of Tan. Doing so would have allowed for the formation of the 
knowledge base in a much more organized fashion with out having to create 
numerous templates and reducing the amount by grouping the similar attributes 
into the templates. 

As to claim 4, Saito discloses extracting the engry, the attribute name and 
the attribute values (for each entry or document a user can specify a template 
and its attributes by giving labels for selected areas of extraction and 
characteristic extraction units, paragraphs [0006] lines 7-12 and [0007] lines 7- 
16). 
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Kupiec or Saito do not specifically disclose recognizing patterned format. 
Tan teaches recognizing a patterned format of the summary information (abstract 
lines 11-17). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec and Saito 
with the structure of Tan. Doing so would have allowed for efficient searching for 
structured summary information. 

As to claim 5, Saito discloses only if the attribute name belongs to the 
valid attribute in the attribute list of the templates of the knowledge base, 
extracting the corresponding attribute value (for each entry or document a user 
can specify a template and its attributes by giving labels for selected areas of 
extraction and characteristic extraction units, paragraphs [0006] lines 7-12 and 
[0007] lines 7-16 and paragraphs [0006] lines 7-12 and [0007] lines 7-16) Kuipec 
or Saito do not specifically disclose using patterned format and determining if the 
extracted information belongs to the pattern. Tan teaches extracting the entry 
and the attribute name through the patterned format of the summary information 
(abstract lines 11-17); ascertaining whether the attribute name belongs to a valid 
attribute in an attribute list of the templates of the knowledge base (once the 
pattern formats are used the extracted text are chosen according to the patterns, 
paragraph 12-14). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec and Saito 
with the structure of Tan. Doing so would have allowed for efficient searching for 
structured summary information. 

As to claim 6, Kupiec does not specifically disclose using marked 
identifiers. Saito teaches if the extracted attribute name has a plurality of 
attribute values, extracting each of the plurality of attribute values separately by 
marked identifier (paragraph [0051] lines 17-27). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec and 
Saito with the structure of Tan. Doing so would have allowed for efficient method 
to organize multiple attribute values so that they are not confused with the other 
similar attributes. 



4. Claims 7-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kupiec (US 5,519,608) in view of Saito et al. (US PGPub 2001/0042083) as applied in 
claim 1 and in further view of Paik et al. (US 6,263,335) and McCarley (US PGPub 
2004/0122656). 
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As to claim 7, Kupiec or Saito do not disclose specifically using token 
strings and dependence relations. Paik teaches converting each sentence of an 
illustrative corpus into a token string, recognizing dependence relation of an 
attribute tagging token, generating learning data, and learning the learning data 
through a predetermined model; and converting each sentence of the body of the 
encyclopedia into the token string, recognizing dependence relation of an 
extraction object tokens, and applying a learning result and the model to a 
recognition result, thereby finding and extracting the attribute name and the 
attribute value of each extraction object token (a concept-relation-concept triples 
is used to convert the text into knowledge representation (tokens) then 
dependence relations is recognized generating data for a model, column 3 lines 
59-67 and column 4 lines 1-5). Paik does not disclose specifically using 
stochastic models. McCarley teaches a system for understanding documents 
and text (abstract lines 1-7) and the use of maximum entropy model as the 
stochastic model (column 4 lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec and Saito 
with the use of stochastic models as taught by McCarley and the use of token 
strings and dependence relations as taught by Paik. Doing so would have 
allowed high accuracy in NLU systems when using statistical models. 
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As to claim 8, Kupiec or Saito do not disclose specifically morpheme 
parsing. Paik teaches performing morpheme parsing on the illustrative corpus of 
the encyclopedia (column 12 lines 53-54 and column 9 lines 53-60), which is 
tagged with an object name and an attribute, and recognizing a word phrase unit 
token string according to sentences (column 3 lines 59-67 and column 4 lines 1- 
5); applying a predetermined dependence rule to a token tagged with an attribute 
value in the token string, thereby recognizing dependence for the object token; 
and generating the learning data by using the governor and the dependent of 
each object token as contexts, and storing the learning result in the stochastic 
model (a concept-relation-concept triples is used to convert the text into 
knowledge representation (tokens) then dependence relations is recognized 
generating data for a model, column 3 lines 59-67 and column 4 lines 1-5). Paik 
does not disclose specifically using stochastic models. McCarley teaches a 
system for understanding documents and text (abstract lines 1-7) and the use of 
maximum entropy model as the stochastic model (column 4 lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec and Saito 
with the use of stochastic models as taught by McCarley and the use of parsing 
as taught by Paik. Doing so would have allowed high accuracy in NLU systems 
when using statistical models. 
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As to claim 9, Kupiec or Saito do not disclose specifically morpheme 
parsing. Paik teaches performing the morpheme parsing and object name 
recognition (column 12 lines 53-54 and column 9 lines 53-60) on the body of the 
encyclopedia, and converting each sentence into the word-phrase unit token 
string; designating a token of the token string as an extraction object token, the 
token of the token string having object name or full morpheme as a noun (column 
6 lines 9-13, column 3 lines 59-67, and column 4 lines 1-5); applying a 
predetermined dependence rule to each of the designated extraction object 
tokens, and recognizing a context token of the governor and the dependent; and 
applying the extraction object token and the context token to the learning result 
and the stochastic model, grouping attribute types of the extraction object tokens, 
and extracting the attribute type of the extraction object tokens that have highest 
probabilities with the attribute names and the attribute values of the extraction 
object token (a concept-relation-concept triples is used to convert the text into 
knowledge representation (tokens) then dependence relations is recognized 
generating data for a model, column 3 lines 59-67 and column 4 lines 1-5). Paik 
does not disclose specifically using stochastic models. McCarley teaches a 
system for understanding documents and text (abstract lines 1-7) and the use of 
maximum entropy model as the stochastic model (column 4 lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec and Saito 



Application/Control Number: 10/828,281 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2626 

with the use of stochastic models as taught by McCarley and the use of parsing 
as taught by Paik. Doing so would have allowed high accuracy in NLU systems 
when using statistical models. 

As to claim 10, Kupiec or Saito do not disclose specifically the use of verb 
phrases, adverbial cases, and nouns. Paik teaches the dependence rule used to 
recognize the dependence relation, the governor is a verb phrase nearest to the 
dependent (column 6 lines 48-51) if the dependence is any one selected from the 
group consisting of a subjective case, and objective case and an adverbial case 
(column 12 lines 40-48), and the governor is a noun nearest to the dependent if 
the dependent is any one selected from the group consisting of an adnorminal 
phrase and an adnorminal clause (column 6 lines 48-51). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec and Saito 
with the use of dependence rule as taught by Paik. Doing so would have allowed 
to accurately identify the relationship between words in order to understand 
context and meaning from a text. 

As to claim 1 1 , Kupiec or Saito do not disclose specifically the use of 
neighboring nouns. Paik teaches the dependence rule used to recognize the 
dependence relation, in case of neighboring nouns and/or object names (column 
3 lines 65-67 and column 4 lines 1-5), a preceding noun or a preceding object 
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name is a dependent and a following noun or a following object name is a 
governor (column 6 lines 48-51 ). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec and Saito 
with the use of dependence rule as taught by Paik. Doing so would have allowed 
to accurately identify the relationship between words in order to understand 
context and meaning from a text. 

As to claim 12, Kupiec or Saito do not disclose specifically the use of 
tokens around an object name. Paik teaches the dependence rule used to 
recognize the dependence relation, when tokens around an object name or 
nouns are symbols, a verb phrase of a sentence is a governor (column 6 lines 
48-51). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec and Saito 
with the use of dependence rule as taught by Paik. Doing so would have allowed 
to accurately identify the relationship between words in order to understand 
context and meaning from a text. 



Application/Control Number: 10/828,281 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2626 

As to claim 13, Kupiec or Saito do not disclose specifically using a 
maximum entropy model as the stochastic model. McCarley teaches a system 
for understanding documents and text (abstract lines 1-7) and the use of 
maximum entropy model as the stochastic model (column 4 lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the method of Kupiec and Saito 
with the use of maximum entropy models as taught by McCarley. Doing so would 
have allowed high accuracy in NLU systems when using a stochastic model. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Josiah 
Hernandez whose telephone number is 571 -270-1 646. The examiner can 
normally be reached from 7:30 pm to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on (571) 272-7843. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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